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SUBJECT: CHANGE OF FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . MICHEL GBEZERA-BRIA HAS REPLACED JEAN-PAUL MOKODOPO AS 
CAE FOREIGN MINISTER, WITH MOKODOPO TAKING GBF.ZRR A-BRTA’S 
PORTFOLIO OF PUBLIC OFFICES, LABOR AND SOCIAL SECURITY. 
GBEZERA-BRIA WAS DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER UNTIL DECEMBER 1976, 
SERVING EFFICIENTLY BUT WITHOUT PARTICULAR DISTINCTION. 

WE DOUBT THE CHANGE WILL MEAN ANY DIFFERENCE IN 
SUBSTANCE OR STYLE OF CAE FOREIGN POLICY. 

2. THE SWITCH HAS NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED. HOWEVER, 
MOKODOPO WAS MENTIONED IN PASSING ON THE APRIL 20 RADIO 
NEWS AS ATTENDING A MEETING AS MINISTER OF PUBLIC OFFICES, 

AND GBEZERA-BRIA ACCOMPANIED THE PRIME MINISTER TO DAKAR 
APRIL 19 IN PLACE OF MOKODOP. THERE ARE VARIOUS RUMORS 
CIRCULATING CONCERNING THE REASON FOR THE CHANGE, THE ONLY 
COMMON GROUND BEING THAT THE EMPEROR WAS PROBABLY DISPLEASED 
BY SOMETHING MOKODOP DID. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS CLOSED, 

WITH SOLIDERS ON GUARD, APRIL 16 AND 18. 
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